
Bar charts, in particular, demonstrate perfectly how useful Activboards can 
be for the math teacher. A whole range of graph papers are available in the 
Resource Library, with plenty of options available for you to increase the 
size and the color of the grid. Bar charts - which may previously have been 
a laborious, time consuming topic - can now be drawn in an instant. 

In this article we show how Activstudio help make math lessons more 
creative and engaging for both teachers and students.
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Q:What do bars and pies have in common?
A: Math teachers can’t get enough of them! (referring to charts, of course)

The Activboards for math

A graph that may have taken minutes to draw on a blackboard 
can be made in seconds on an Activboard. This releases 
teachers to be more creative, letting them use images 

and texts to illustrate their charts. Pupils, in the meantime, can 
spend more time on interpreting and analysing the graphs rather 
than on watching the teacher’s back as the chart is drawn on 
the board. 

If you’ve created a large graph, with many numbers and lots of 
different elements, you can save it. You never, therefore, have 
to draw it again. You can also share the graph with colleagues. 
You could save a whole page to the My Flipchart Pages section 
of the Resource Library or you could just save the axes to My 

Annotations. Either way, the graph will always be available for 
you to use.

When drawing graphs, make the most of the different colors 
and fonts that are available. You can use different colors for the 
different lines on the graph, making it clearer to your students. 

Right-click on the Pen icon to open the Pen Modifier toolbox, 
which is particularly useful for math teachers when drawing 
straight lines. Here you can use the Vertical Line tool, the 
Horizontal Line tool and the Rectangle tool to build up a neat 
graph within a few clicks. Tools are also available to draw circles, 
arcs and arrows. Pie charts, for example, are also much simpler 
using Activstudio.
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Once you’ve created your graph you can use it many times 
yourself. You can use the same graph, in the meantime, on as 
many pages as you want. If your students manipulate the graph 
on the board, you can save the results and keep them for future 
use. You can also print them off so your students can have a 
copy. 
If you make a mistake during your lesson, you can use the Reset 
Page button to take your page back to how it was when it was 
initially saved. Alternatively, you could turn the page and open a 
whole blank sheet to work with. 
We’ve used graphs to help focus on one area of interest to math 
teachers. There are, however, many tools for 
the math teacher to explore in Activstudio. 
One of the main appeals of Activboards for 
math teachers is the ability to model the use 
of various mathematical concepts. Using the 
Marquee Select tool, for example, you can 
stretch items or rotate them in a number of 
ways, helping to illustrate transformations. 
You can give clear demonstrations to all your students on how 
constructions can be made with ruler, protractor and compass 
tools. 
Other tools that math teachers like to explore include the 
Fraction Creator toolbox, the Clock tool and the Dice tool. The 
XY Origin tool, in the meantime, is particularly useful when 
working with graphs. It lets you pick the center of rotation for 
any objects on a page. The XY Origin tool also specifies the line 
of symmetry when reflecting objects

You can put questions, clues and answers on the board in a 
number of ways and hide them using a range of techniques 
– with erasers, shapes, layers or images. In this way, clues or 
answers can be revealed when necessary. Questions can easily 
be selected to match pupil’s needs and answers can be shown at 
the appropriate moment.
A wide range of activities are available thanks to your ability 
to move objects around the page. You can perform matching 
exercises or ordering activities. Students can label diagrams or 
sort items into groups to help them gain an understanding of a 
topic. 

Activote devices have recently become a 
classroom essential. These voting devices are 
particularly useful in math lessons, where 
students would traditionally have volunteered 
answers by putting up their hands. Now all 
students can all, openly or anonymously, 
answer questions. Teachers can tell instantly 
whether the class has understood a topic 
and, more importantly, they can diagnose any 

areas which students haven’t understood.
Activboards are not, of course, the solution to all the challenges 
that math teachers face in the classroom. When a good math 
teacher knows how to use Activboards well, however, they 
are able to take advantage of the huge range of opportunities 
opened up by the technology. Activboards can help to give clear, 
visual representations of concepts, which is particularly useful 
in math lessons. 
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